
Appendix A: Vanessa Scenario, Lesson A-1

Appendix A: Taxpayer Vanessa Franklin Intake and Interview Scenario

This scenario is designed to provide you with additional practice to further develop your interview skills, 
tax law knowledge, and ability to reference resource materials. Vanessa Franklin is our taxpayer who has 
come to your site. Using the processes taught in lessons throughout this training, you will need to review 
Vanessa’s documents, interview her to clarify issues, and ensure that her intake and interview sheet is thor-
oughly and accurately completed. 

Let’s get started! Vanessa provides you her Form 13614-C, Intake/Interview & Quality Review Sheet. Using 
Vanessa’s Form 13614-C, Publication 4012, Form 13614-C Job Aid, your tax law knowledge, and your 
screening and interview skills, you are ready to begin.

Lesson 2: Screening and Interviewing 

Did Vanessa answer all questions on Form 13614-C in Parts I-V? 

Start by reviewing Form 13614-C to make sure Vanessa answered all the questions in Section A. Vanessa’s 
completed Form 13614-C is illustrated on page A-31. If a question was missed, ask Vanessa the missed 
question. If a question was marked “unsure,” explain the topic to Vanessa. Determine if the answer is yes or 
no. Check the appropriate answer on Form 13614-C. 

Lesson 3: Filing Basics

Must Vanessa file a return? 

To determine if a taxpayer has a filing requirement, you need their age, possible filing status(es), and gross 
income. 

Vanessa’s Age and Marital Status

Start by reviewing Parts I and II of her Form 13614-C.
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Appendix A: Vanessa Scenario, Lesson A-2

Vanessa’s possible filing statuses

On her Form 13614-C, Vanessa indicated that she is married but has not lived with her spouse during any 
part of the last six months. Using your interview skills and Publication 4012, you will need to verify that 
Vanessa has identified her correct marital status.

Vanessa’s Family and Dependent Information

To also assist in determining Vanessa’s possible filing statuses, you need to take a look at her family and 
dependent information. She has indicated four potential dependents in Part II of her Form 13614-C.

You decide to ask some questions to confirm and clarify her information.
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A-3Appendix A: Vanessa Scenario, Lesson 

Sample interview clarifying marital status and dependents

What are Vanessa’s most likely filing statuses?

Vanessa may qualify for Married Filing Separately, Head of Household, or Married Filing Jointly. 

Vanessa’s Gross Income 

The next step is to make sure her gross income for the tax year is more than the gross income limit. Review 
Publication 4012 (Tab A), Who Must File?

Remember, at this point, we’re determining if Vanessa has a filing requirement so we will do a general 
review of her income documentation.

Vanessa’s Form W-2

Briefly review Vanessa’s Form W-2 and Part III of her Form 13614-C to determine her income for the tax 
year. Vanessa’s W-2 indicates she has wages of $31,000.

On her Form 13614-C, Vanessa also indicated that she had self-employment income. You confirm this 
and any other income sources. Refer to the Income section of Publication 4012 (Tab D) for other income 
sources you should consider.

sample interview. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Volunteer says…	V anessa responds…

I’ve reviewed your Form 13614-C. I want to make sure that 
you need to file a return based on your filing status, age, 
and income. So let me verify a few things. You were born on 
November 12, 1972, correct? 

Okay, that makes you 39. I see that you checked “Married” 
but answered “No” to living with your spouse during the past 
six months.

But you were still married on December 31st of last year, 
correct?

Do you and your husband plan to file jointly?  

And you have three children you may be claiming as depen-
dents, and possibly your mother as a fourth dependent?

Based on this initial information, there are three filing statuses 
you may qualify for: Married Filing Separately, Head of 
Household, or Married Filing Jointly, although you expressed 
that you don’t want to use the Married Filing Jointly status. 

Yes. 
 
 

Yes, Harvey moved out in February 
2011. 

Yes, that’s right.  

I think I want to file Married Filing 
Separately, but I’m not sure. 

Yes, that’s right.  

I’d rather not if I don’t have to.
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A-5Appendix A: Vanessa Scenario, Lesson 

Sample interview probing for other income

Be sure to make notes and corrections on Vanessa’s Form 13614-C to capture what she has told you; for 
example, change the “Unsure” response on the question about Alimony Income to “No” since you have 
determined that it is child support.

Chart A – For Most People Who File

Review Publication 4012 (Tab A), Chart A – For Most People Who Must File. Find Vanessa’s likely filing 
status(es), age, and income on the chart. 

We have now determined Vanessa’s age, her possible filing statuses, and have reviewed her preliminary 
income information. Because she is under 65 years old and her gross income on her Form W-2 exceeds the 
income limits listed for each of her possible filing statuses, we know that Vanessa has a filing requirement.
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sample interview. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Volunteer says…	V anessa responds…

Your Form W-2 shows $31,000 as your wages for the tax 
year. Tell me about your self-employment income. 

How much did you earn doing that?  

Okay. That is close enough for what we are doing now, but 
we will need the exact amount later. I see that you checked 
“Unsure” for Alimony Income.

No. The money your husband sends you for your children 
is considered child support, not alimony, and is not taxable. 
So I’m going to change your “Unsure” answer to “No” for 
Alimony Income.

Okay, any other sources of income, for example, bonuses at 
your job, or any interest reported on a Form 1099?

Okay, so your gross income is about $33,400 based on your 
W-2 and income from your business. 

I sell cosmetics on the side. I schedule 
makeup workshops in people’s homes in 
the evenings and on weekends. 

Not much at all, after I paid my 
expenses, it was about $2,400. 

Yes. Once in a while, my husband sends 
me money for the kids, but I wasn’t sure 
if I was required to report it. Is it taxable?

Great, thank you. 
 
 

No, just the wages and business 
income. 
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Verify Vanessa’s Identity

You now need to verify Vanessa’s identity. She presents you with her driver’s license and the social security 
cards for all the individuals listed on her Form 13614-C.

Sample interview to verify identity

You have now completed these filing basics: 

•	 Determining if there is a filing requirement

•	 Verifying the identity of the taxpayer and confirming her social security 
number 

 Return to lesson 3.

sample interview. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Volunteer says…	V anessa responds…

By the way, thanks for taking the time to complete Form 
13614-C. It looks like we can assist you with your return. I 
need proof of your identity and your social security card, as 
well as social security cards for your children and your mother. 

Thanks, I’ll just confirm your entries. First, is all the information 
on your driver’s license current and correct? We want to make 
sure you receive all your tax benefits and that your return is 
processed smoothly.

Okay. Then, let’s continue reviewing Form 13614-C.

No problem! Here’s my driver’s 
license. I wrote everyone’s name on 
the intake sheet, just as they appear 
on the cards. 

Yes, I haven’t moved since getting that 
license. 
 

Sounds good.

The name(s) and number(s) 
on the taxpayer’s return must 
match the information on the 
social security card(s). If they 
do not, the return processing 
will be delayed.
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